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If God had a face, what would it look like?
and would you want to see if seeing meant that you would

have to believe
in things like heaven and in Jesus and the saints and all the

prophets and... .

What if God was one of us?
Just a slob like one of us?

Just a stranger on a bus, trying to make his way home... .2

Hey, wait just a minute. ..a slob? There are those kids again, trying to pull God
down to our level.

Aren't we concerned that if we start talking about God being a friend and Jesus
being a slob youth will lose their respect for God? After all, God is the sovereign
Creator of the universe. And if Jesus was there with God, as it tells us in John 1,
then Jesus is not a "stranger on the bus," but the God of all creation.

We better be very careful, we tell ourselves, before we let our youth talk about
God as their friend or Jesus as their buddy. As though they are in control of God!

Is there a way to talk about God as friend, to confirm that God is really one of
us, without compromising on who God is? This is exactly where the doctrine of the
incarnation comes into play.

ONE OF US: SOME HISTORY

Let me give you a little history on where the doctrine of the inca~ation came

from, and then I'll tell you why it matters so much for us in our lives of faith.

Almost a hundred years after our Cappadocian friends met to discuss the

Trinity, there was another meeting in a place called Chalcedon. The year was 451.

The agenda was very focused. The big question was what it meant to say thatJesus

Christ was both human and divine.

There were two schools of thought. One was the Antiochian school, the other

the Alexandrian school. The Antiochian school argued that Jesus was fifty percent

human and fifty percent divine. And this settled all kinds of problems in their

minds. It helped them explain some of the things we read about in the New

Testament. When Jesus cried at Lazarus's tomb in John 11:35, they said: "Well thats

the human side!" When he turned the water into wine. W-e~l-l. ..thats the divineside! 

When he struggled with the Father in the Garden of Gethsemane. ..human!

When he made the blind to see and the lame to walk. ..divine! When he cried out

on the cross: "My God, my God. ..why hast Thou forsaken me!" Which side? Why;

the human, of course!

By separating the human side of Jesus Christ from the divine side, the
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