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some kind of religious upbringing, but perhaps no more than a quarter are
raised in families that provide a fairly intense form of religious socialization.

The possibility that religious upbringing is declining is evident, too.
For example, this is suggested by the results of a survey conducted among
women in Muncie, Indiana, in 1924: 69 percent said their own mothers had
taught them loyalty to the church, and 50 percent said they were teaching
this value to their own children. Another study, more than a half century
later, helped put these findings in perspective. In that study (conducted in
1978), only 35 percent of mothers said they had been taught loyalty to the
church, and only 22 percent said they were teaching it to their children.

At present, most teenagers are still involved to some extent with
churches, but we can also ask how intensive their religious training may be.
The best national evidence on religious belief among teenagers demon-
strates that it is wiqespread but ill-defined, impersonal, and seldom put into
practice. Virtually all teenagers believe in the existence of God, yet fewer
than a third feel they have ever experienced the presence of God, and not
many more than this pray, read the Bible, are able to correctly name the four
Gospels, regard their religious beliefs as being important, or believe religion
can answer today's problems. Teenagers, it appears, buy into the adult
mythology of American culture that says religion is something that
respectable people should practice (three quarters say regular church atten-
dance is a mark of citizenship, for example). In their own hierarchy of val-
ues, however, religious faith generally falls much lower than such virtues as
hard work, self respect; and independence. Another telling indication is the
amount of trust young people place in religious organizations. While this
trust is still high relative to many other organizations (especially govern-
ment), it has slipped well behind that expressed toward secular organiza-
tions concerned with humanitarian causes. For example, nearly twice as
many young people express a great deal of confidence in environmental
organizations as do in religious organizations. Young people are, on the
whole, unwilling to dismiss religion out of hand (only two in ten, for
instance, say that religious beliefs are simply unimportant), but they are
quite willing to concede that religion is less important to them personally
than it is to their parents and grandparents.

Controversy exists, of course, over the question of whether it is
good or bad for young people to be given an intense dose of religion while
they are growing up. On the one hand, church leaders (not to mention the
press) raise doubts about the effectiveness of religious upbringing, pointing
to cases where someone who was raised religious grew up to be a mass mur-
derer and to other cases where an adult experience of grace was far more
important than the childhood trauma of attending Sunday school every
week. On the other hand, most church leaders, not to mention many par-
ents, feel they have some responsibility to pass an understanding of the faith
on to the next generation.

The relevance of religious upbringing to adult religious behavior is
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